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Official Rules and Regulations
For Film Submission, Selection, Nomination and Awards

Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026

First Edition

1. Introduction

The objective of Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 is to provide a platform to creative talents associated with the
languages, dialects, culture, folk life, traditions, social concerns and regional cinema of Rajasthan.

Every producer, director or participant submitting a film to Rajasthan Film Carnival shall submit their entry
only after reading and understanding these Rules and Regulations.

Submission of a film or nomination shall be deemed to constitute acceptance of these rules and conditions.

2. Film Language and Regional Eligibility
2.1

Rajasthan Film Carnival welcomes films produced in any language, dialect, sub-dialect or regional linguistic

form of Rajasthan.

The eligible languages/dialects mainly include:
1. Shekhawati
2. Dhundhari
3. Hadoti
4. Mewari
5. Bagri

6. Marwari

7. Mewati

8. Braj

9. Sub-dialects of the above-mentioned languages/dialects

10. Other synonymous or recognized regional linguistic forms prevalent in Rajasthan

2.2

Films in other Indian languages based on the culture, history, folk life, traditions, social environment,
communities or subjects related to Rajasthan may also be considered in the relevant category at the
discretion of the Organizing Committee.

2.3

The right to determine whether the language or dialect of a film is eligible or not for the relevant category
shall remain reserved with the Organizing Committee.



3. Eligibility of Producer or Director from Rajasthan

At least one of the film's producer or director must be a native resident of Rajasthan.

The Organizing Committee may, if required, ask the producer or director to provide documents or proof
establishing their status as a native resident of Rajasthan.

In case of providing incorrect, misleading or false information, the film submission may be rejected.

4. Duration of Feature Film

4.1

The total duration of a film submitted in the Feature Film category must be at least 40 minutes.
4.2

A film with a duration of less than 40 minutes shall not be accepted in the Feature Film category. If deemed
appropriate by the Organizing Committee, such a film may be considered in another available category.

4.3

The duration eligibility for Short Film, Documentary, Animation or other categories may be separately
determined by the Organizing Committee.

5. Script Registration

The screenplay/script of the film must be registered with the Script Writers Association (SWA) or another
recognized writers' organization.

At the time of film submission, the producer must provide:

- A copy of the script registration;

- Registration number;

- Registration certificate/document;

The Organizing Committee may also request additional documents for verification, if required.

Failure to provide the required script registration documents may result in rejection of the film submission.

6. Film Release, Exhibition and Certification Eligibility

The film must fulfill at least one of the following conditions on or before 15 September 2026:
It has been released on an OTT platform; or

It has been exhibited in a cinema hall; or

It has had a preview in a cinema hall; or

It has been exhibited on a social media platform; or

It has had a preview on a social media platform; or

A certificate has been obtained from the Censor Board; or
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7. An application has been submitted for obtaining a certificate from the Censor Board.
6.1 Submission of Proof

To establish the above eligibility, the producer must submit/provide the relevant documents or proof to the
Organizing Committee.

Where applicable, these may include:

- Proof of OTT release;

- Proof of cinema screening;

- Proof of preview;

- Social media link;

- Proof of social media exhibition;

- Censor Certificate;

- Receipt of application for Censor Certificate;
- Other reliable documents;

6.2 Failure to Provide Proof

If the required proof relating to the specified period is not provided, the Organizing Committee may reject
the film submission.

7. Final Date for Film Submission

The final date for film submission for Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 is 15 September 2026.
All participants must submit the following by 15 September 2026:

- Online or offline application form;

- Copy of the film;

- Required documents;

- Script registration certificate;

- Proof relating to release/exhibition/certification;

- And other required materials.

7.1
The Organizing Committee shall not be obligated to accept submissions received after 15 September 2026.

7.2

The Organizing Committee reserves the right to extend, reduce or modify the final submission date, if
required. Any such change shall be announced through official channels.

7.3 For Clarity

15 September 2026 is both the final date for film submission and the final cut-off date for the film's
release/exhibition/preview/censor-related eligibility, as specified under Rule 6.



8. Technical Requirements

For digital submissions, the following technical standards shall be preferred:

- MP4 or MOV format;

- Minimum resolution of 1920 x 1080;

- Appropriate and stable frame rate;

- Stereo or 5.1 audio;

- High-quality picture and sound.

A high-quality master copy may be requested from selected films for screening.

The Organizing Committee reserves the right to check the technical quality before screening.

9. Film Submission Process

For a Feature Film or any other eligible film, it shall be mandatory to fill out an online or offline application
form for submission to Rajasthan Film Carnival.

The form may request the information and nominations required for various award categories.

The producer may submit the names of participants in the relevant award categories:

- After consultation with the director; or

- At their own discretion.

9.1 Recognition of Names Submitted by the Producer

In case of any dispute, the name of the participant provided by the producer in the official submission form
shall be considered the primary and valid nomination, unless the Organizing Committee is required to take
another decision due to any legal or documentary reason.

Any change in the name after submission shall require permission from the Organizing Committee.

10. Materials Required for Submission

The producer shall provide the following materials as required:
10.1 Basic Information

- Film title

- Producer's name

- Director's name

- Production company
- Contact details

- Film language/dialect
- Film duration

- Year of production

- Technical details

10.2 Film-Related Materials

- Brief synopsis of the film



- Detailed film description

- Director's introduction

- Producer's introduction

- Cast and crew details

- Trailer/preview link

- Script registration certificate

- Release/exhibition/censor-related proof

10.3 Promotional Materials

The following materials may be requested from selected films:
- High-resolution poster

- At least 3 film stills

- Behind-the-scenes photographs

- Photograph of the director/producer

- Other promotional materials

11. Film Copy for Jury/Preview

After film submission, the producer must provide one of the following means for jury evaluation or film
preview:

1. A copy of the film on a pen drive; or

2. A Google Drive or other digital link approved by the Organizing Committee.
The copy of the film provided must be complete, clear and playable.

11.1 Use of Digital Link

The Organizing Committee shall have the right to use the digital link provided to:

- Download the film;

- Store it securely;

- Provide it to the jury;

- Evaluate it;

- Display it for preview/screening.

This right shall be limited to the selection, jury, screening and administrative purposes of the Carnival.

12. Selection Committee and Jury

The films shall be evaluated by the jury/selection committee appointed by the Organizing Committee.
The jury may include experts from the following fields:

- Film Producers

- Directors

- Actors

- Writers

- Film Critics

- Technical Experts

- Cultural Experts



- Media Experts
- Experts from the Creative Field
- Other experts from the field of film and arts

13. Basis of Selection and Evaluation

Films and participants may be evaluated on the following basis:
- Story

- Screenplay

- Direction

- Acting

- Cinematography

- Editing

- Music

- Background Score

- Sound

- Technical Quality

- Originality

- Cultural Relevance

- Creativity

- Overall Cinematic Impact

The final selection and award-related decisions shall be based on the evaluation of the jury.

14. Jury's Right Regarding Special Awards

The jury shall have the right to grant a special award/honour to any other participant associated with the
film, in view of their outstanding performance or special contribution, in addition to the nominated
candidates submitted.

Prior nomination of such participant shall not be required.

15. Jury Decision

The decision taken by the jury shall be considered final and universally accepted, subject to applicable rules
and laws.

Any kind of undue pressure, threat, abusive behaviour or attempt to disrupt the event in order to influence
the jury's decision shall not be acceptable.

In case any person engages in defamatory, threatening or otherwise unlawful activities, the Organizing
Committee reserves the right to take appropriate legal action available under applicable law.

16. Intellectual Property and Rights



The producer/director of the film shall be responsible for ensuring that they possess all necessary rights and
permissions for all materials used in the film.
Where applicable, these include:

- Story and screenplay rights

- Adaptation rights

- Music rights

- Sound recording rights

- Rights relating to performers' performances
- Image and personality permissions

- Location permissions

- Archive footage rights

- Trademark/brand permissions

- Copyright permissions

17. Disputes Arising from the Film

The producer of the film and/or the concerned responsible party shall be responsible for any dispute relating
to the story, screenplay, music, artists, copyright, trademark, shooting, exhibition, content or any third party.
The Organizing Committee shall act on the basis of the information and documents provided by the film
producer.

The Organizing Committee shall not be responsible for any liability arising from the use of unauthorized or
unlawful material in the film, except in circumstances where the organizers themselves are legally
responsible.

18. Promotional and Media Rights

The participant submitting the film grants Rajasthan Film Carnival non-exclusive promotional rights relating
to the film.

The Organizing Committee may use the following materials for the promotion and communication of the
Carnival:

- Film name

- Poster

- Film stills

- Short excerpts from the trailer

- Limited film excerpts

- Photographs of the director/producer/artists

- Press materials

- Behind-the-scenes materials

- Interviews related to the Carnival

These may be used on websites, social media, digital campaigns, print materials, press releases, media
coverage, festival publications, YouTube and other digital platforms.

Full broadcasting, commercial use or transfer of OTT/media rights of the film shall not automatically be
considered under this provision.



19. Film Screening

Selected films may be screened according to the official programme of Rajasthan Film Carnival.

The time, venue, medium and programme of screening shall be determined by the Organizing Committee.
The Organizing Committee may make changes to the screening programme due to technical, administrative
or other reasonable reasons.

20. Notification of Selection and Nomination

Selected participants shall be informed by the Organizing Committee through the available official
communication channels.

Submission of a film by itself does not guarantee:

- Selection,;

- Nomination;

- Screening;

- Award.

21. Condition for Withdrawal of Film

Once a film has been officially selected, the producer shall not withdraw the film without prior written
permission from the Organizing Committee.

In special circumstances, the producer may submit a written request. The final decision on such request shall
rest with the Organizing Committee.

22. Conduct of Participants

All participants are expected to maintain ideal, respectful and professional conduct.
The following behaviour shall not be acceptable:

- Harassment

- Discrimination

- Threatening behaviour

- Abusive or insulting behaviour

- Violent behaviour

- Knowingly spreading false information

- Unauthorized use of another participant's intellectual property

- Exercising undue pressure on the jury/Organizing Committee

- Intentionally obstructing the smooth functioning of the event

In case of violation, the Organizing Committee may take appropriate action.

23. General Rules



An incomplete or incorrect application may be rejected.
The participant shall be responsible for the accuracy of the information provided in the application.
The film must be technically playable.

It shall be the participant's responsibility to provide the required documents on time.
The Organizing Committee may request additional documents.

A film that does not comply with the eligibility rules may be rejected.

Submission of more than one film may be permitted according to the rules of the Organizing
Committee.

9. Submission does not guarantee selection or an award.

10. The Organizing Committee may transfer a film to an appropriate category.
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The Organizing Committee shall not be obligated to provide individual feedback to every participant.

11. Submission of incorrect information, forged documents or misleading proof may result in rejection of

the entry.
12. The final date for film submission is 15 September 2026.

24. Physical Materials and Logistics

Participants sending physical materials shall be responsible for:
- Safe packaging

- Proper labeling

- Courier/shipping

- Tracking

- Confirmation of delivery

- Insurance, if required

25. Preservation, Exhibition and Archiving of Materials

The film and related materials received by the Organizing Committee may be preserved for the following
purposes:

- Jury evaluation

- Selection process

- Screening

- Event records

- Documentation

- Archiving

- Preparation of promotional materials

- Rajasthan Film Carnival shall have the right to post video clips, film dialogues, songs, etc. related to the
film on its social media platforms. The applicant shall have no objection to this and shall not raise any
objection, action or legal proceedings regarding the same in the future.

26. Participant Expenses

Unless otherwise notified in writing by the Organizing Committee, the participant shall be responsible for
the following expenses:



- Film submission copy

- Pen drive

- Courier/shipping

- Insurance

- Subtitles

- Translation

- Technical conversion

- Poster and promotional materials

- Required documents

- Other submission-related expenses

Travel, accommodation, food or hospitality assistance shall be provided according to the official
arrangements announced by the Organizing Committee.

27. Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 — Award Categories

Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 proposes the following 25 main award categories:

Main Awards

1. Best Film — Best Film
2. Best Director — Best Director
Acting Awards
3. Best Actor — Best Actor
4. Best Actress — Best Actress
5. Best Supporting Actor — Best Supporting Actor
6. Best Supporting Actress — Best Supporting Actress
7. Best Debut Actor — Best Debut Actor
8. Best Debut Actress — Best Debut Actress
9. Best Negative Role — Best Negative Role
10. Best Comedian — Best Comedian Actor/Actress
11. Best Story — Best Story
12. Best Screenplay — Best Screenplay
13. Best Dialogue Writer — Best Dialogue Writer

Technical and Creative Awards

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Best Editing — Best Editing

Best Cinematography — Best Cinematography
Best Background Score — Best Background Score
Best Music Director — Best Music Director

Best Lyricist — Best Lyricist

Best Singer (Male) — Best Male Playback Singer
Best Singer (Female) — Best Female Playback Singer
Best Makeup Artist — Best Makeup Artist

Best Art Direction — Best Art Direction

Best Choreography — Best Choreography

Best Action Director — Best Action Director



Special Honour

25. Lifetime Achievement Award — Lifetime Achievement Award
In addition to the above 25 main awards, the jury shall have the right to provide:

Special Jury Award — Special Jury Award

for an exceptional contribution by any film, artist, director, writer, technician, musician or other participant.
Prior nomination shall not be required for this award.

The jury may provide more than one special honour according to the requirement and eligibility.

28. General Provisions Regarding Awards

One participant may receive more than one award.

If no suitable candidate is found in any category, the jury may decide not to award that category.
The Organizing Committee may modify the final award categories as required.

The final award decision shall be based on the evaluation of the jury.

The venue, date and time of the award ceremony shall be announced by the Organizing Committee.

M

29. Certificates and Honours

Selected, nominated and awarded participants may be provided by the Organizing Committee, according to
the applicable rules:

- Certificate / Letter of Honour

- Trophy Award

- Or other recognition

30. Legal and Regulatory Compliance

The participant shall ensure that their film complies with all applicable laws and regulations in India.
The following documents may be requested, if required:
- Censor Certificate

- Receipt of application for Censor Certificate

- Copyright Clearance

- Music Rights

- Script Registration

- Adaptation Rights

- Location Permission

- Artist/Performance Permission

- Permission relating to third-party materials

- Other necessary legal documents



31. Unforeseen Circumstances — Force Majeure

In the event of delay, postponement, modification or cancellation of the programme due to natural disasters,
public health emergencies, government orders, political unrest, strikes, technical failures, electricity/internet
disruptions, venue-related issues, regulatory changes or other unforeseen circumstances, the Organizing
Committee shall have the right to take an appropriate decision according to the circumstances.

The Organizing Committee may, if required, change the:

- Date

- Venue

- Time

- Screening

- Award Ceremony

- Format of the event

32. Dispute Resolution and Jurisdiction

In case of any dispute, an attempt shall first be made to resolve the matter through mutual communication
between the participant and the Organizing Committee.

If the dispute cannot be resolved through mutual agreement, the matter shall be dealt with according to the
applicable laws of India.

Jurisdiction:

Jaipur, Rajasthan, India.

The final provisions relating to Arbitration, mediation, court proceedings and other legal matters should
preferably be reviewed and approved by the legal advisor of the Organizing Committee before publication.

33. Acceptance of Rules

The participant submitting a film or nomination confirms that:
- The information provided by them is true and complete.
- They have read and understood the Rules and Regulations.
- They possess the necessary rights and permissions for the film and related materials.
- They shall follow the submission process.
- They shall cooperate with the jury and selection process.
- They shall behave respectfully with all participants.
- They shall comply with the applicable rules and conditions of Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026.

34. Amendments to the Rules

The Organizing Committee of Rajasthan Film Carnival reserves the right to amend, modify or update these
rules according to administrative, legal, technical, operational or organizational requirements.
Amendments may relate to:

- Eligibility

- Languages and categories

- Submission process



- Technical requirements

- Final date

- Documents

- Jury process

- Screening

- Award categories

- Event date and venue

- Other participation requirements

Participants should regularly check the official communication channels of Rajasthan Film Carnival for the
latest version of the Rules and Regulations.

35. Regarding the Jury

35.1

At the Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 Award Ceremony, the selection/evaluation/marking of the best
participants in different categories among the submitted films shall be carried out by an impartial jury panel.
The jury shall award marks in different categories according to their performance or based on what they
consider to be the better performance.

35.2

The participant receiving the highest total marks shall be declared the best participant in that category and
shall be awarded the Best Title in the respective category at the Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 Award
Ceremony.

35.3

At the Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 Award Ceremony, only the Top 5 films that receive the highest marks
in the respective category shall have their A.V. displayed before the award.
Each category shall be evaluated separately for the purpose of A.V. presentation.

Example: Suppose a total of 10 films, from A to Z, are nominated for the Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026
Award Ceremony. In the Best Editor category, if films A, C, D, F and G receive the highest marks in the
above category, only their A.V.s shall be displayed on the LED before presenting the award. Similarly, if
films B, E, G, H and I receive the highest marks in the Best Actor category, only the A.V.s of these Top 5
shall be displayed before the Award Ceremony.

354

Before filling out the form, all participants/producers/relevant authorized persons must agree to this
condition.

35.5

The identity of the jury members shall not be introduced to anyone before the award. This may raise doubts
regarding the impartiality of the results. The jury members shall be introduced to all participants on stage on
the day of the award.



36. Film Submission Eligibility

Only those films shall be eligible for submission to the Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 Award Ceremony
which have fulfilled at least one of the following conditions between 15 September 2025 and 15
September 2026:
1. It has been released on an OTT platform; or
It has been exhibited in a cinema hall; or
It has had a preview in a cinema hall; or
It has been exhibited on a social media platform; or
It has had a preview on a social media platform; or
A certificate has been obtained from the Censor Board; or
7. An application has been submitted for obtaining a certificate from the Censor Board.
Only films that have fulfilled at least one of the above conditions shall be considered eligible to participate
in the Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 Award Ceremony.
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36.1 Important Note

If fewer than 15 film submissions are received for the Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 Award Ceremony, the
Award Organizing Committee shall have the right to reduce the minimum eligibility date of 15 September
2025.

36.2

After the final submission date of 15 September 2026 has expired, submission may be reopened for two days
for the purpose of increasing the number of films. If this is done, applications shall remain open only from
17 September 2026 to 19 September 2026.

36.3

In this regard, the applicant shall have no right to raise any dispute or institute any case in court and shall be
deemed to fully agree to this condition.

36.4

In addition, the jury shall have the right, at its discretion, to voluntarily include films having outstanding
performances. The Organizing Committee shall not interfere in this process. However, the number of films
included in this manner shall not exceed two.

36.5
The objective of the Organizing Committee is to provide an appropriate platform to films that can provide

better direction and better cinema to Rajasthani cinema, and to appropriately appreciate the work done by the
artists, technicians and creators associated with such films.

37. Final Declaration



The final date for film submission for Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026 is 15 August 2026 to 15 September
2026.

It shall be the responsibility of the participant to provide all required documents and eligibility proofs along
with the film submission by 15 September 2026.

Submission of the film does not guarantee selection, nomination, screening or receiving an award.

The Organizing Committee reserves the right, under these rules, to take decisions relating to eligibility,
category, selection, nomination, screening, awards and administrative procedures.

Rajasthan Film Carnival 2026
Keep Ready Before Film Submission

Film Name.
Film Language/Dialect.
Film Category.
Film Duration and Year of Production.
Producer's Name and Contact Details.
Director's Name and Contact Details.
Photographs of the Producer and Director.
Proof of being a native resident of Rajasthan.
9. Script Registration Number and Certificate.
10. Complete Digital Copy of the Film/Google Drive Link.
11. Proof of Film Eligibility.
12. Brief Synopsis of the Film.
13. Film Poster.
14. At least 3 Film Stills.
15. Trailer/Preview Link.
16. List of Cast and Key Crew.
17. Names for Nominations in Award Categories.
18. Copyright and Other Required Legal Documents.
19. Release/Exhibition/Preview/Censor-related Proof.
Keep all information, documents and links requested in the form ready and ensure that they are
accurate.
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